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the delegates from the various branches of The League of Sworn
Brothers first elected Huang Hsing as Generalissimo with Colonel
Li as Vice-Generalissimo; and then, later, owing to intrigues, re-
versed the order! On account of this lack of unity neither Huang
nor Li would accept the leadership.

Such was the chaotic state of affairs when Sun Yat-sen reached
Shanghai.

IN THE MOMENT OF SUCCESS
Sun's long voyage from England to Shanghai at the close of 1911
was momentous. From the gloom of an English November he'
passed slowly through France and the Mediterranean into the warm
brightness of the Indian Ocean and the sultry heat of the tropics.
But it was not the weather that made the journey momentous; nor
the strangeness of travelling under his own name; nor the gradual
realisation that he need no longer be on the alert for spies; nor the
bevy of young girls strewing with flowers his path from the ship's
gangway at Singapore; nor the rich merchants vying with each
other for the honour of entertaining a national hero;- nor the
clamorous pressmen of Hongkong; nor the respectful interest of
fellow-passengers: these things were gratifying to one who had been
so long an exile, but more important was the long period given by
a sea voyage for undisturbed contemplation.
It has been said, rather wittily, that men may be divided into the
many who speak without thinking, the few who speak in order to
think and the very few who think in order to speak. Sun belonged
to the last small group. Now, as the ship in which he sailed steamed
slowly through sunlit seas, driving from her bows flights of flying
fish or following a brilliant rnoon down a sparkling silver path, the
man who had spent most of his life planning the overthrow of the
Manchus spent quiet hours dreaming of China's future.
His thoughts were by no means unpractical. Sun could not tell
what might be the precise state of affairs when he reached China,
but he was confident a republic would be established soon. He knew
China was not yet ready for a fully constitutional government. Were
not mote titaa ninety per cent of her people unable to read or write?
Given a chance the Chinese would soon learn how to work a
democratic constitution but there must be a preparatory period.
Before the military control of the revolutionary armies was relaxed